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SUNUS

insanligin tarih boyunca temel cabasi yasadigi Diinya’y, varigini anlamlandirabilme, buradan
hareketle yasam kosullarini iyilestirebilmektir. Arkeoloji ve tarihin gizemli koridorlariysa,
insanogluna bu arayisinda katki sunmakta, bitimsiz yolunu aydinlatmaktadir. “Tarihin O Noktasi”
olarak ifade edilen, 12 bin yil énceki hikayemize yolculuk imkani saglayan, ikonik kilt merkezi
Gobeklitepe’de, bu baglamda, yeni kavrayislar kazanmak icin muadili olmayan bir armagandir.

Sanhurfa sehri ise Gdbeklitepe’yle sinirlanmaksizin; Nevali Cori, Tash Tepe, Harbetsuvan
Tepesi, Sefer Tepe, Ayanlar Hoyuk, Hamzan Tepe, Yeni Mahalle (Balikhgdl Hoyagu), Kurt
Tepesi 6ren yerleriyle, timulyle kavramamizin yuzyillar strecegi cazibe merkezlerindendir.
Kent uzun bin yillardir farkl medeniyetlerden beslenmis, mevcudiyetini devam ettirmistir.
Diger ifadesiyle Sanliurfa insanhgin “ortak hikayesi”nin “anlaticisi”’dir. Farkl ydnleriyle ele
aldigimizda; ilk kdltire alinmis tahillarin incelenmesinden, ilgili ddnemde bdlgede yasayan
hayvan ve insan kalintilarina yapilacak DNA analizlerine dek hazine kiymetinde bilgiler
bulgulanma sirecindedir. Gébeklitepe Buzul Cagi’ndan Neolitik Cag’a gecisle ilgili tim teorileri
donusturmekte, alisildik ezberleri bozarak, avci-toplayici yasam bigiminden, yerlesik duzene
gecise, inancg sistemlerinden, sanatin gelisimine dair yepyeni kavrayislara imkan saglamaktadir.
Cagimizin en 6nemli arkeolojik kesfi, ilk tapinagi, pek ¢ok yéniyle halen gizemini korumakta,
tarihin teleskobundan bugiine ulasan bir enstantaneymiscesine karsimizda durarak, fisildadigi

sirlarina kulak vermemizi beklemektedir.

Turizmaraciliglylada, hepimiziilgilendirenbudeger, geniskitlelerle bulusmaktadir. Gobeklitepe’yi
gbérmek, insan olma ortak paydasinin gucuni ve gercekligini zihinlerde belirginlestirmekte,
catismaci yaklasimlarin anlamsizhigini yeniden fark ettirmektedir.

Gobeklitepe, Yildiz Sarayl Vakfimizca yiiriitilen “insanlik Tarihi Yeniden Yaziliyor (GiTYY)”
uluslararasi projemizin adlandirmasinda yer aldigi gibi; farkl bilim alanlarinda, farkl kesiflere
neden olan ve olmaya devam edecek kultir mirasimizdir. Tarihin kalici milletleri arasinda yer
alma sorumlulugunun geregiyse, kabil-i gayr-1 kiyds zenginligimize dair kiresel farkindalig
genisletmektir. YSV olarak da; ge¢cmisin sifrelerine vakif olmamizi saglayacak, farkli toplumlarla
kurdugumuz Kkdaltdrlerarasi iletisimi guclendirerek, medeniyetin yapi tasi Gébeklitepe’nin
bilinirliginin artmasina katki veren, italya ve Tirkiye’de yiritilen bu kultir diplomasisi
calismasini olusturmaktan onur duyuyoruz. GITYY Projesi kapsamindaki panel, sergi, kitap
calislanimizla, Ustin evrensel degerimizin tanitiminin pargcasi olmamizi mimkin kilan, Kultar
ve Turizm Bakanligi Telif Haklan Genel Miidirligi'ne, sponsor kuruluslarimiz THY ve iGA’ya
sukranlarmizi sunuyoruz. Gébeklitepe’nin “kendimizi bilme” maceramiza tuttugu 1sik kadar,
ayni kokten gelen bizleri “kendimize getirmek” adina sundugu essiz imkanin da daha fazla
degerlendirildigi, yarinlar temenni ediyoruz.

Prof. Dr. Zeynep Karahan Uslu
YSV Miutevelli Heyet Baskani



FOREWORD

The history of mankind is characterized by the continuous effort to lend meaning to the world
in which we live and our existence, in order to improve our living conditions. The mysterious
labyrinths of archaeology and history provide a valuable contribution to this research,
illuminating its endless paths. In this regard, the iconic Gdbeklitepe cult centre, called “the
zero point in history”, which enables us to undertake a journey through our history 12.000
years ago, is an unparalleled gift for acquiring new insights.

The city of Sanliurfa, which is home to not only Gdébekli Tepe but also other important
archaeological sites including Nevali Cori, Tasl Tepe, Harbetsuvan Tepesi, Sefer Tepe, Ayanlar
Hoéylk, Hamzan Tepe and Yeni Mahalle (Balikligdl Tumulus), is one of the centers of attraction
whose treasures require centuries to be fully understood. Throughout its thousands of years
of history, the city has survived by feeding from different civilizations. In other words, she is
a “narrator” of the “common history” of mankind. Under various aspects, from the study of
the first cultivars of domesticated wheat to the DNA analysis on the remains of animals and
humans living in the region during the period in question, the discovery of a treasure trove of
precious information is underway. Gobeklitepe offers us a paradigm shift by revolutionizing
all the theories related to the passage from the Ice Age to the Neolithic and suggests new
interpretations on the transformation of hunter-gatherers into farmers and the development
and evolution of belief systems and art. The most important archaeological discovery of our
era, defined as the oldest temple in the world is still largely shrouded in mystery and waiting
to whisper its secrets to us.

Through tourism, this heritage of great value for all of us meets with the masses. Visiting
Gobeklitepe reminds us of the strength of our common denominator to be part of the same
humanity, underlining once again the nonsense of all conflicts.

As expressed in the title of the international project “The History of Humankind is Rewritten”
carried out by the Yildiz Palace Foundation (YSV), Gdébeklitepe is a cultural heritage that
stimulates new discoveries in different scientific disciplines. The responsibility of being among
the enduring nations of history requires an effort to create a greater global awareness of
our cultural wealth. As YSV, we are honored to give life to this project of cultural diplomacy
aimed at strengthening intercultural communication through the promotion of Gébeklitepe the
foundation stone of civilization, carried out in Italy and Turkey.

We give our heartfelt thanks to the Directorate General of Copyrights of the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism of Turkey and also to our sponsors THY and IGA for giving us the opportunity to
be part of the efforts that promoting this priceless universal heritage through the organizing
conferences, exhibitions and publishing books.

Exploring the past secrets of humanity will illuminate our way in an effort to have a better
future. In this respect, Gébeklitepe offers us unique opportunities understand ourselves and
reunite with the same roots of humanity.

Prof. Zeynep Karahan Uslu
Chairwoman of the Board of Trustees of YSV
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Elinizdeki kitap Yildiz Sarayr Vakfi (YSV) tarafindan, T.C. Kiltir ve Turizm Bakanlidr’nin destegiyle
gerceklestirilen proje kapsaminda sunulmus tebliglerin, makalelestirilmesi ile olusmustur.

2019’un “Gobeklitepe Yil” olarak ilan edilmesi ¢cercevesinde Vakif olarak yurattigimuiz calismalarimizla,
tlkemizin sahip oldugu bu arkeolojik hazinenin kiymetinin, evrensel 6lgekte yayginlasmasinda nefer olan,
sivil toplum paydaslari arasinda yer almak amaclanmistir. YSV’nin uluslararasi nitelikteki bir dizi faaliyetinin
ciktilari arasinda yer alan eser araciligiyla, farkh toplumlara ulasilarak, insanlgin ortak bellegine derinlikli
katkilar sunan, ikonik kult merkezi Gébeklitepe’nin ¢ekiciligini yansitmak, kultlr diplomasisi alaninda da
dlkemizin konumlanisina katma deger sunmak hedeflenmistir.

This book is a publication of Yildiz Palace Foundation (YSV) and it is composed of edited versions of the
papers presented at the conference held within the scope of the project supported by the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism of Turkey.

Due to 2019 was declared as Gobeklitepe Year, YSV aimed to carry out activities to raise global awareness
about this invaluable archaeological treasure of humanity. As one of the outputs of the project conducted
by YSV, this book is to show the importance and uniqueness of the iconic cult center Gobeklitepe to the
international community. On the other hand, besides the promotional and scientific aspects, this book is
also a result of the cultural diplomacy works of YSV.
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